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The team assessing farmers capacity to supply interested markets. Farming households in
this area plant cassava.

According to local communities, a perception existed that cassava products were poisonous
and unhealthy. It is for this reason that the NAMC together with its partners, conducted

a market information day, to create awareness on cassava as a source of food security,
income generation and industrial processing into various products.
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We would procure 100 kg
of fresh cassava tubers
on a trial basis.
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Market Access

The consumption and industrial use of cassava products
is eminent in South Africa. Cassava is consumed in
various forms, including fresh tubers, flour (infused

or not, with other ingredients), dried tubers, cassava
leaves, ... etc. To enhance market access for the local
producers, there is a need to establish linkages with

the existing traders, facilitate agro-processing in
communities where it is produced, and create more
awareness about the crop - it’s many uses as well as
benefits.

Farmers in uMhlathuze local municipality,
King Cetswayo District Municipality have
adopted the various cassava varieties bred
by the Agricultural Research Council (ARC)
and are producing cassava in relatively large
quantities. Given the fact that most of the
cassava products (especially tubers — fresh/
dried, and flour) sold in niche markets

e.g. Yoeville market in Johannesburg and
retail stores in Tshwane metropolitan are
imported from neighbouring countries, the
NAMC deemed it necessary to ensure that
produce from local producers also gains

more access into the formal market.

Fresh cassava tubers produced in
UMhlathuze local municipality are mainly
sold informally on the roadsides in the

N\ evenings and during the free market held in

| Eskhawini, every Saturday. Therefore, with

the assistance of principals at uMhlathuze
Local Municipality and representatives

of cassava farmers who formed a cluster,
the project team initiated an interactive
session with the trader (Fernandes) during
which a field trip to ascertain the extent to
which cassava is grown in local community.

| Fernandes and other delegates appreciated
\! | the good cassava fields and the project

team is optimistic that a formal trading
arrangement will be achieved between the
producers (farmers’ cluster) and Fernandes
(the trader).

The implementation of the project entails
a number of activities, which are generally
on track as per the project plan. However,
whereas Covid-19 outbreak disrupted

the implementation of some activities at
the start of the project the lifting of the
stringent regulations enabled the research
to get back on track

Dr. Moses Lubinga
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Technology Innovation Agency, as the main
funder of the value chain cassava study, heard
first account of historical cassava farming in
the area including its economic and healthy
diet contribution

Obakeng Maema, TIA






